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7-12 

charters of Offa. St. Denis had no possessions in either Rother- 
field or Pevensej at the time of Domesday, and there would seem 
to be no reason for forging these charters unless the monastery 
had some property in the places to which they relate. Hence they 
must be of earlier date than Domesday. The supposition that these 
charters were drawn up by Frankish monks, and attested by the 
king, is precluded by the fact that the writing is ascribed in two of 
them to imaginary English chancellors. Thus we can only con¬ 
clude that they are later French fabrications, which may relate to 
real transactions, but which are certainly not copies of lost English 
originals, 13 although, as Madden remarks, the English letters, 
f, 3, ji, j-, and ]> are used in Offa’s charter. 

W. H. Stevenson. 


CHRONOLOGY OP THE PROVrNGUL MINISTERS OF THE FRIARS 
MINOR IN ENGLAND. 

The royal assent was required to confirm the election of abbots 
and priors of the endowed orders ; but the crown never put forward 
a claim to exert a similar influence over the election of the masters 
and ministers, the priors and wardens of the mendicant orders. 
Consequently no notice of the elections of the latter occur in the 
public records. No dates are given in the two lists of the 
Franciscan provincials in ‘ Mon. Fran.’ i. The following notes are 
derived from a variety of sources and leave more gaps than they 
fill up. I follow the list of ministers as given in the Regist. 
Fratrum Minorum Lond., 1 and in Cotton, Nero A, ix. fol. 108; 3 and 
confine myself to dates hearing on their tenure of office. 

1. Agnellus, 1224-1285. Wadding says he was appointed at 
the Chapter Storearum, 1219 ; the only authority for this is the 
general statement of the Three Companions that on this occasion 
‘ ministers were elected and sent out with the brethren into all the 
provinces of the world in which the catholic faith was observed.’ * 
The letter of obedience of St. Francis to Agnellus given by 
Wadding is not dated. 4 It is certain that Agnellus did not come to 
England till 1224. 5 His death, according to Eccleston, 6 was due to 
his exertions to bring about peace between the king and the earl 
marshal; he undertook this work on 22 Dec. 1233. T Eccleston 8 

3 The same may be said of many English charters forged after the Conquest, in 
which French formula, <fcc., appear, as, t.g., in jEthelbert’s grant to Canterbury, a.d. 
605, which is attested by a refermdarius, whilst a later scribe has converted another 
Frankish official into Graphic! comes ; Cod. Dipl. i. 4 ; Cart. Sax. i. 10. 

1 Mon. Franc, i. 687-9. 3 Ibid. p. 669. 

’ Speculum Vita. 4 'Ann. Minorum, i. 303. 

* Mon. Franc, i. 5 ; Lancrcosl Chron. 80, 31; cf. Ann. Monastic!, iv. 416. 

’ Mon. Franc. L 62, T M. Paris, Chron. Maj. iii. 257. 1 Mon. Franc, ib. 
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states that he went to Home before his death. He must have died 
in 1284 or 1285. The latter date is supported by an anonymous 
chronicle which ends with an account of Peckam’s consecration in 
1278; the MS. is Cott. Nero A, ix. fol. 25 seq., and belongs to the 
early fourteenth century. On fol. 70 b. is the entry: ad. hoc 85 
frater AgneUus 'primus minister fratrum minorum in Anglia obiit 
et sepultus est Oxon’ apud fratres minores. The same entry occurs 
in MSS. Cotton, Domit. A. i., f. 33, and Cleopatra B. xiii., f. 146 b. 

2. Albert of Pisa, 1286-1289. A year elapsed between the 
death of Agnellus and the appointment of his successor . 9 After 
being minister for two years and a half he went to Rome, was 
present at the deposition of Elias, 15 May, 1289, and was then 
himself elected minister general . 10 

8 . Haymo of Faversham, 1239-1240. According to Eccleston 
he ministered one year in England and was then elected minister 
general in succession to Albert . 11 An old note in the Phillipps 
MS. of Eccleston says that the latter was general for only six 
months . 11 

4. William of Nottingham, 1240-1251. About the first date 
there is no doubt; the evidence relating to the second is very con¬ 
tradictory and must be given at length. 

(1) He was deposed in the general chapter of Metz . 13 No record 
of this chapter remains, and the date is uncertain. Wadding 
places it in 1249, others in 1250 ; u the arguments for either date 
are inconclusive. The chapter before Metz was held in 1247, 15 the 
chapter next after Metz in 1256. 16 

In the Chronica universalis Mettensis, edited by Waitz, ‘ Mon. 
Germ. Scriptt.’ vol. xxiv. p. 528, is this entry : ‘ 1251, Capitulum 
generate Metis celebratum.' As the author seems to have been a 
Dominican , 17 this must refer to the Dominican chapter held there 
in 1251s of which a record remains in Martene, ‘ Thesaurus Nov. 
Anecd.’ tom. iv. p. 1699. But it is not unlikely that the Franciscan 
chapter was held at the same time ( e.g . both orders met at Bologna 
in 1242), and the practice of holding provincial chapters of the 
various orders together was common in England. 

Again, Eccleston’s words are conclusive against Wadding’s 
date (1249): In capitulo Metensi absolutus est, et ex parte capituli 
generalis missus adpapam. Sed cumpervenisset cum Ministrogenerali 
Januam,’ etc. (p. 70). Innocent TV was at Lyons till 19 April, 1251 ; 
he reached Genoa in May and remained till towards the end of 
June . 18 


• Mon. Franc, i. 64. 

11 Ibid. i. 69. 

" Mon. Franc, i. 83. 

“ Ibid. iii. 170. 

11 Bee Waitz’s preface. 


'« Ibid. i. 58. 

11 Phillipps MS. 3119, f. 70 b. 

M Ann. Minorum, iii. 208. 

“ Ibid. iv. sub anno. 

11 Baroniofl-Mansius, Annates, xxi, 446, etc. 
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(2) How long did he hold office ? Eccieston is the authority, 
and the manuscripts differ. Mon. Franc, i. 83, York MS.: cum 
igitur axe annos minister eztitisset. Cott. MS. here reads * amws. 
(xx is certainly a mistake.) Mon. Franc, i. 70, Cott. MS. circiter 
nwem annos provinciam Angliae rexerat. Philipps MS. fol. 80 
reads here circiter 14 annos. 

(8) When was his successor appointed ? (Some time evidently 
elapsed between William’s absolution and Peter’s election. 10 ) 
The York MS. reads: Dignum memoria quod secundo anno adminis- 
trationis Fratris Petri, quinti ministri Angliae, anno scilicet ab adventu 
fratrum in Angliam axexii 0 etc. 00 

The thirty-second year after the arrival of the Franciscans 
was 1256-6 : if this corresponded with the second year of Peter’s 
ministry, he must have been elected in 1254-6. But the Lamport 
MS.“ and Phillipps MS. f. 78, read in this passage quin to anno 
instead of secundo ; which would bring the accession of Peter to 
1251-2. It is not safe in this case to prefer two manuscripts to 
one ; it is not improbable that Phillipps was copied from Lamport 
(which is the earlier part of the fragmentary Cotton MS.); and it 
is possible that the succeeding quinti ministri may have caught 
the scribe’s eye and led to the substitution of quinto anno for 
secundo. 

(4) Many of Adam Marsh’s letters which refer to events 
after 1250 are addressed ‘ Fratri W. Ministro Angliae; ’ e.g. Letter 
192 relating to events at Oxford at the beginning of 1258. If 
these superscriptions are correct, the chapter of Metz and William’s 
deposition must have taken place in 1258; but are they correct ? 
After No. 169 occurs the note: Haec est ultima litlera quam dictavit 
piae recordationis Fr. Adam de Marisco. All the letters addressed 
‘ W. Ministro ’ come after this note ; and there is not a single letter to 
any other provincial of England. Now, if we could point to one 
letter addressed to William and written in or after 1254, we should 
have no hesitation in saying that the address was erroneous, and 
this would throw suspicion on all the rest; there is, however, no 
letter to William of which the date can be fixed with any certainty, 
written later than 1258. In fact very few in the whole collection are 
of later date than this (No. 76 was written in 1254, Nos. 168 and 
169 in 1256 or 1257, and No. 247 in 1255); so that if William 
was minis ter till 1258, we cannot be surprised that no other 
minis ter is addressed. Letters 170 and 178 appear at first 
sight to give promise of settling the difficulty. There is no 
doubt that they are correctly addressed to William, as his successor 
Peter is mentioned in both as being then minister of Cologne.” 

'* Mon. Franc. L 70-1. * Ibid, i. 10. 

11 Ibid, il 

° C(. Ibid. L 63, Petrus de Theukesbory, minister Alemnnia. 
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Grostete waa then at the Roman court, and Adam Marsh had 
received letters from him there : 83 this cannot refer to the bishop’s 
journey to Lyons in 1245, as Adam was then with him, and Peter of 
Tewkesbury was not yet minister of Germany. 11 Unfortunately the 
only other times when Grostete was at Lyons were in 1249, probably 
in the autumn, and most of the year 1250; and these letters no 
doubt refer to 1249, when the bishop’s efforts were successful. 
Adam cannot be referring to the events of 1250 when he writes 
Audivi etiam quod prosperatis negotiis dictus dominus a curia cum 
salute revertitur.* 6 So these letters prove nothing. In Letter 17, 
written after 4 Nov. 1250, Adam certainly implies that William 
of Nottingham was, as far as he knew, alive.* 6 

The conclusion to be drawn from this conflicting evidence 
appears to be that William was deposed in the spring, and died in 
the summer, of 1251. The date is a matter of real importance, as 
any one who had studied Eccleston’s chronicle or the letters of 
Adam Marsh will agree. 

5. Peter of Tewkesbury, 1251-1256 or 1257. For the date of his 
accession, see above. He ceased to be minister about the time that 
Bonaventura was elected general (1256), and some time before the 
death of Adam Marsh. 57 

6 . John of Stamford, 1256-1264 (?). The date of his election 
only is approximately known. Frater J. minister provincialis is 
mentioned in a letter written by Adam Marsh to Bonaventura 
shortly after the latter became general minister. Adam Marsh died 
early in 1258 ; he is mentioned as being still alive in a document 
dated 28 Dec. 1257.* 8 The date of John’s death, resignation, or de¬ 
position is uncertain : Stevens and other antiquaries say he died in 
1264, on what authority I do not know. Wadding says he became 
archbishop of Dublin in 1284 ; this is a mistake; the archbishop 
was John de Sanford. 10 

7. Peter Swynesfled or Swenfeld, 1265 (?)—1275 (?) 

8 . Thomas Bungey, 1265 (?)—1275 (?) 

9. John Peckham, 1275-1277. He became minister after lectur¬ 
ing at Oxford.* From a record dated 2 May, 1275, we learn that 
he was then at Oxford, and as he is merely described as frater, it 
may be concluded that he was not then minister.* 1 But his election 
cannot have been much later, as in 1277 he was summoned to 
Rome to lecture at the papal court. The latter date is an inference 
from these two facts: (1) he was probably appointed lector by 
Nicholas III, formerly Protector Ordinis Minorum, who ascended 

** Mon. Franc, i. 808. u Grogtete's Letters, p. 884. 

** Mon. Franc, i. 809. Sea M. Pane, Hist. Angl. iiL 68, 69, 77. 

** Mon. Franc, i. 103, 84, 70; Le Neve, iii. 9. 

11 Mon. Franc, i. 806, 806. ** Liberate Boll 42 Hen. Ill, m. 8. 

** Wadding, Ann. v. 184; Bymer’s Foed. i. 665. 

m Trivet, p. 299. * l Close Boll, 8 Edw. I, m. 18, in dorso. 
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the papal throne in November 1277 ; (2) according to the Laner- 
cost Chron. (p. 100), post biennium in this office he was made arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury; the bull appointing him is dated 28 Jan. 
1279 (N.S.); he was consecrated by the pope on 6 March.” 

10. Hugh de Bathonia, 1277; died before entering on his 
duties 83 (in MS. Cotton, Nero, A ix., fol. 108, he is called ‘ Frater 
Petrus Hugo de Bampton ’). 

11. Robert Cross or de Cruce, 1278 (?)—1285. In a letter of 
Peckham’s dated 11 April, 1280,®* he is mentioned in connexion with 
the Mendicants at Oxford merely with the title of frater. This 
certainly looks as though he was not then minister, perhaps lector. 
If so, we must assume that Peckham retained the title of provincial 
until his appointment to the archbishopric, that Hugh became 
minister and died in 1279, and Bobert Cross after 11 April, 1280. 
But t hi s is unlikely. He appears as minister in June and September 
1284,** and in March 1285.®° At the latter date he was going to the 
general chapter at Milan,® 7 where he was no doubt absolved. 

12. William of Gainsborough, 1285—1292 (?), was probably 
elected in the general chapter at Milan. He was certainly pro¬ 
vincial in October 1285.® 8 How long he continued in office is un¬ 
known : perhaps he web absolved in the great chapter at Paris in 
1292. Nicholas Trivet (p. 881) states that Friars Hugh of Man¬ 
chester and William of Gainsborough, doctors of theology, were 
sent as ambassadors to the French kin g in 1294. There is little 
doubt that Gainsborough was no longer provincial at this time ; if 
he had been, Trivet would probably have given him the title. His 
association with Hugh points to the same conclusion; Hugh was 
an ex-provincial of the frisTs preachers. 19 

18. Roger Merston, 1292-1298(?). 

14. Hugh de Hertilpol, 1298-1808, was certainly provincial on 
4 April, 1299, 40 and 29 March, 1301; 41 he was appointed proctor 
for the king at the Roman court on 9 Sept. 1802; 4S He died at 
Assisi soon after this. 4 ® The date of his death is again doubtful; 
Wadding, or rather his continuator, quotes an epitaph, ‘ quam 
refert etiam autor CoUis Paradisi lib. i. tit. 45,’ stating that he 
died on 11 Sept. 1802, while Rodulphius names 1803 as the year. 
It is not unlikely that he went to Assisi to attend the chapter 
in the spring of 1804. 44 

15. Adam of Lincoln, 1804—before 1810. 4 ® 

a Le Neve, Fasti. u Man. Franc, i. 587. ** Register, p. 117-8. 

u Pat. Boll 12 Edw. I, m. 9; Peckham’s Reg. p. 820. 

** Pat. 18 Edw. I, m. 27. 11 Ibid. ; and Wadding, Ann. Min. sub anno. 

n Peckham’s Reg. p. 909. “ Qufetif-Eehard, Scriptores, i. <98. 

“ Q. B. Wardrobe f in Beoord Office. ° Ibid. 

** AJmain Boll, 30 Edw. L " Mon. Franc. L 560. 

4 * Wadding, Scriptores, p. 360 (ed. 1806). 

“ Hist. MSS. Com. Rep. iv. 893, letter of the Minister-General to•* Friar B. minister 
of England,’ am. 1310. 
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16. Richard Conington, 1807 (?)—1819 (?). These dates are 
quite uncertain : it is, however, not improbable, firstly, that he was 
elected in the general chapter at Toulouse in 1307, 46 as he was 
certainly minister in 1810 ; 47 and secondly, that he was absolved in 
the general chapter at Marseilles in 1319, as he had ceased to be 
minister in 1822, 48 but appears to have lived some years longer. 49 

17. William of Nottingham, 1819 (?)—(?), was at the famous 
chapter at Perugia in 1822, when he subscribed as provincial of 
England the declaration of the Franciscans 4 On the poverty of 
Christ.’ In the letter he appears merely as William of England. 80 
Wadding seeks to identify this William with William of Ockham ; 
and to reconcile this with the fact that the latter was never pro¬ 
vincial of England, he assumes that he was present as vicar of the 
provincial, regardless of the fact that the William in the letter is 
expressly called provincial minister. 51 Of course the person referred 
to is William of Nottingham. How long he continued in the office 
is unknown ; according to Bale (who confuses him with the fourth 
provincial) he died in 1886. 

18. Rogei• dc Denemed (?). 

19. Johnde Rodyngton, (?)—1848 (?). This latter year, the year 
of the * black death,’ is mentioned by Bale as the date of his death. 

20. John Went (?). 

21. William Tythemersch (?). 

22. Roger Conway, 1857 (?). It is not clear whether he was 
provincial at the time of his controversy with Bichard Fitzralph 
(1857-9). He was not provincial in 1355, but whether he held the 
office before or after that date is uncertain. 69 There is no evidence 
in support of Bale’s statement that he died in 1360. 

28. Simon Tnnstede (?). All that can be affirmed with certainty 
about his provincialate is that he held the office after 1851. M I 
have found no authority for Bale’s statement that he died in 1869. 

24. Robert Wyshed (?). 

25. John Mardcslay, 1875 (?)—1879. He had probably not 
become minister in 1874, 54 and he had ceased to hold the office in 
1880 (see below). 

26. Thomas Kyngeslmry, c. 1879 or 1880-1892. Friar John 
Somer composed a calendar in 1880 ex precepto reverendi patris 
fratis Thome Kyngysbury (or Kynbury) ministri Anglic.** 


*• Bymer’s Food. i. 1009. 

47 Hist. MSS■ Com. Report, iv. 393o cf. Wadding, Ann. Min. vi. 171, or Archi-j 
fiir LiU. und Kirchen-Gesch. ii. 866. 

** Wadding, Ann. Min. vi. 896. " Ibid. vii. 168. 

** Wadding, vi. 396. •*' Ibid. vii. 7. 

*- See papal letter in Wadding, Ann. Minorum, viii. 467. 
u Digby MS. p. 90, Macray’a Catalogue. 

“ Eulog. Hist. Contin. iii. 387-8. 

“ Cotton MSS. Faustina A, ii. f. 1; Yesp. E, vii. f. 7. 
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He was minister in 1888. 46 In MS. Bodl. 692, fol. 88, is a copy 
(late fifteenth century) of a royal letter to a pope on behalf of ‘ Friar 
Thomas minister of the order of friars minor in our kingdom,’ 
containing the following clause :— 

In principio namque sui ministerii decern jam transactIs (annis 
omitted), primo publics in capitulo suo provinciali, deinde in suis con- 
ventibus sue cure commissis, fratres omnes et singulos ad prestandum 
corporate juramentum efficaciter induxit et opere adimplevit, quatinus 
Urbanum Sextum summum pontificem reqte fuisse electum predicaretur 
eique fideliter adhererent . . . Dat’ apud manerium nostrum de 
Wodstoke xviii niensis Septembris. 

This is clearly a letter from Richard II to Boniface IX. It 
cannot have been written before 1390, as Urban VI died 16 Oct. 
1889 ; and it cannot have been much later if we are right in under¬ 
standing annis after decern jam transactis. Was the king at Wood- 
stock on 18 Sept. 1890 or 1891 ? In 1890 he dates documents 
from Westminster on 16 and 26 Sept.; 67 in 1891 he dates from 
Westminster on 16 and 23 Sept. 1 ' 8 He was at Wo odstock on 29 
Sept. 1892, 59 and we may conclude that the letter was written in 
this year. It is not probable that Kyngesbury remained in office 
much longer. 

27. John Tyssyngton, c. 1892-1895. He is said by Bale to have 
died in the latter year. 

28. Nicholas Fakenham, 1895-1402 or 1401, Harl. MS. 8768, 
fol. 188, ‘ Determinatio de Schismate ’ by Fr. N. de F. minister of 
friars minor in England, 5 Nov. 1895. 

29. John Zouch, 1402-1407, Rolls of Parliament, vol. iii. p. 
502, § 6 (a.d. 1402). He was deposed in 1405, 90 but reinstated the 
same or the next year. 61 He may have retained office till 1408, when 
he was nominated by the pope to the see of Llandaff; but it is 
doubtful whether he was recognised by the province. The most 
likely conclusion is that the mission of the general minister to 
England in 1407 had reference to this dispute, and that he settled 
it by agreeing to the deposition of Zouch. 68 

Innocent VII in 1405 ordained that no provincial of the Mino¬ 
rites should henceforth remain in office more than six years; see 
papal decree dated x Kal. Dec. A° II, in Wadding, ix. 498-4. A 
different account is given in 1 Eulog. Hist. Contin.’ iii. 409. 

80. William Butler, 1407 or 1408-1414. Wadding gives a letter 
of John XXHI, dated xvi Kal. June, A° IV (17 May, 1414), restoring 

“ Bodl. MS. Digby, 90, f. 6 b. 

*’ Close Boll 14 Bio. II, m. 43; and m. 43 in dorto. 

u Bymer’s Food era, vii. 706, original edition, aj>. 1709. 

*• Ibid. p. 786. • Eulog. Hist. Contin. iii. 404. 

° Boo diploma of Innooent VII, dated VIII Idus Mariii Anno II, i.e. 1406, 
Wadding, Annates, ix. 499. 

* Bymer’s Foedera, orig. edit. viii. 496. 
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Bntler to the provincialate which he had voluntarily resigned— 
probably in accordance with the above decree. There is nothing to 
show that the restoration took effect.® 

81. Vincent Boys, 1414, was deposed by the pope soon after 
his election.® 4 

82. Peter Russell, 1414?—1420. He was probably minister for 
about six years,“ and certainly retired voluntarily in 1420.“ 

88 . Robert WaUys, 1420 ; 67 he died in France before entering on 
his duties as Minister.® 8 

84. John David, 1421-1427 (?). He is addressed as minister 
by Archbishop Chicheley in a letter dated 2 March, 1425, et nostrae 
translations anno XII (N. S. 1426). 89 

35. Roger Daw or Donwe or Dewe, 1427 or 1428-1430, when 
he was deposed by the general minister. 70 

86 . Richard Leech or Leke (?). 

37. Thomas Radnor, 1438. Wadding refers to a list of rectors 
of provinces in Registro Ordinis, for the year 1488; the English 
minister was ‘ Magister Thomas Boidnor.’ 

Here the list of ministers in the Cotton MS. Nero A, ix. f. 108 
ends; and the ‘ Register of Friars Minor at London ’ 71 is a far less 
trustworthy authority. Between Radnor the 87th minister and 
Bryngkeley, called the 41st, there are clearly some omissions. 

(88.) WiUiam Goddard, senior, (c. 1457) is mentioned by the 
register as 88th minister and successor of Thomas Radnor. There 
were two friars of the same name, and it is not always clear which 
of them is referred to, as will be seen from the following notices. 

Regist. Fratr. Min. Lond. (‘ Mon. Franc, i. 589 ’). XXXVIII 
Frater Williclmus Goddard, senior, doctor Oxoniae, disertissimns jacet 
Londoniae. In the margin the date 1487 is added in a more 
recent hand. 

Ibid. Cott. Vitell. F, xii, f. 274 b. ... jacet ven. pater et 
frater WiUielmus Goddard doctor egregius et ordinis frater minorum 
in Anglia Minister benemeritus. Qui obiit 80° die Mensis Octob’ 
A 0 Domini 1487. The date 1497 is added in a later hand and 
crossed out. 

Ibid. f. 282 b. ... jacet ffrater WiUielmus Goodard sacre 
theologie doctor gardianus loci et predpuus benefactor ejusdem. 
Qui obiit 26° die. mensis Sept’ a° dom 1485°. On fol. 810 the 
same friar is referred to as ‘ fr. WiUielmus Goddard junior.’ He is 
not caUed minister and was not buried in the choir, as all the 
ministers mentioned in the register were. 

» Wadding, Ann. ix. 854, 629. " Ibid. 

11 See ordinance of Innocent VU, above. 

“ Wadding, Annates, x. 68: the papal letter stating the fact is dated IV Idus Dec. 
1420. 

*' Wadding, uf supra. ° Mon. Franc, i. 688. • Wilkins, Concilia, hi. 469. 

™ Wadding, Ann. x. 169. 11 Cott. Vitell. F, xii. 


Downloaded from http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/ at University of Winnipeg on August 29, 2015 



750 


NOTES AND DOCUMENTS 


Oct. 


Gascoigne (Loci e libro Veritatum, p. 100) refers to a letter from 
Reginald Pecock to Doctori ordinis fratrum minorum Godard, written 
some years after Pecock bad ‘ scandalously preached that bishops 
as such were not bound to preach ’ ( i.e . a.d. 1447). Tanner, Bibl. 
p. 584, refers to the letter thus: Ad GodhardumMinoritamcpistolam, 
MS. in bibl. Gualteri Copi. n 

(Chronicle of the Grey Friars of London) p. 20; * Doctor William 
Goddard the elder,’ provincial 27 Nov. 1457. 

Wills proved in Prerog. Court of Canterbury, Register Wattys, 
fol. 180 a: will of John Crosby, dated 6 March, 1471 : ‘ Item I 
bequeth to maister Godard thelder doctoure of dyvynyte to pray 
for my soule c*.’ 

Dugdale (Monast.) vol. vi., part 8, p. 1510-1511; William God¬ 
dard is mentioned as provincial in a deed dated Dorchester, feast of 
St. Francis (4 Oct.) 1485. The original of this deed is given by 
Francis a Sta. Clara, Hist. Minor, p. 87-88 (edition Douai, 1666); 
but is the year correct ? 

A further complication is now added. In 1499 the English 
observants were constituted a separate province ; 73 and from this 
time a line of observant provincials ruled side by side with the old 
line of conventual provincials. The former were, till Leo X issued 
the Bulla Concordiae in 1517, called Vicarii Provincialet and had 
to obtain confirmation of their election from the conventual pro¬ 
vincial ministers. The Bulla Concordiae reversed the positions; the 
observant vicar now received the title of provincial minister, while 
the conventual provincial was called Magister Provincialis and had 
to be confirmed in his office by the observant minister . 74 Of any 
special application to England of these general ordinances there is, 
however, little definite evidence. I give the two hues of provincials 
together, mentioning where possible the branch to which each pro¬ 
vincial belonged. 

(89.) John PersevaUc, (?)-1505, is mentioned as the 89th minister. 
The ‘ Register,’ which becomes more trustworthy now, Bays that ho 
died 16 Dec. 1505. Cf. Wood (Fasti, p. 6 ; Athenro, p. 6-7). Wood 
calls him the 47th minister, I do not know on what authority. 
The author of ‘ Collect. Anglo-MiDoritica ’ calls him the 58rd 
minister; but his list is utterly untrustworthy; e.g. he mentions 
Thomas Kyngesbury three times over, as Thomas Heber, Thomas 
Burbury, and Thomas Kingsbury. As Persevalle was buried at tho 
Grey Friars, London, he probably belonged to the conventual branch 
of the order. 

1 

« The editor of Pecook’s Repressor, Bolls Series, had not found this MS.; bnt 
is probably still in the library of Bramshill Honse, Hants. 

11 Wadding, xiv. 882, 422 ; iv. 177. 

'* Analecta Franciscana, ii. 669. 
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(40.) Henry Standish, (40th minister in the ‘ Register ’) is said to 
have succeeded Persevalle; but in 1515 he was warden of the Grey 
Friars of London.” He may have been minister between 1515 and 
1518, when he became bishop of St. Asaph. According to Francis 
a Sta. Clara (p. 48), he was an observant; but the London house 
was conventual. 

Stephen Baron, in his sermons (twice printed without date), is 
called Fratnim Minonim dc Observantia nuneupatorum licyni Angliac 
Provincialem Vicarium. This title ought to imply that he was pro¬ 
vincial of the observants before 1517, the date of the Bulla Concor- 
diae. In his treatise ‘ De regimine principum ’ 76 he is merely called 
Provincialis. 

John Forest, observant, is said by various modern writers to have 
been provincial, but I have found no authority for the statement. 

William de N., provincial minister of the observants in 1528. 77 

Richard Bryngkeley is described as Minister Generalis ordinis 
minorum per totam angliam in a supplicat dated 26 June, 1524. 78 

William Call was provincial minister in 1581 and in Sept. 1585. 79 

William Peto, observant, was minister in April and September 
1582. 80 

On 12 April, 1538, Richard Lyst writes to Cromwell: * A 
Frenchman just come from beyond sea has been chosen our 
minister, head and ruler in this province ’ (observant) . 81 These words 
would hardly apply to John de la Hay, who was appointed commis¬ 
sary general of the order in England on or before 26 Oct. 1582 ; 81 if 
the dates in the calendars of state papers are correct, he was commis¬ 
sary and residing at Greenwich as early as 29 Sept. 1582. 83 On 18 
Jan. 1588, 84 Paul Parmensis, the Franciscan general, writes to Henry 
VHI, proposing to send ‘ a friar out of Lorraine, a member of the 
province of Paris,’ as English provincial. His name does not 
appear ; he was evidently a nonentity and creature of the king and 
Cromwell. 8 * A. G. Little. 


11 Cal. of State Papers, Hen. VIII, vol. ii. No. 1318. 

14 Royal MSS. 12 A, xvi., also twice printed. 

TT Wadding, Ann. xvi. 145. , ” Oxford Univ. Archives, Regist. H. 7, f. 12(5 

” Foie’s Acts and Monuments, iv. G42. Cal. of State Papers, Hen. VHI, vol. 
No. 801. 

“ Cal. of State Papers, Hen. VHI, vol. v. Nos. 941, 1312, 1318; vi. 830. 

" Ibid. vol. vi. No. 884. 

" Ibid. vol. v. No. 1471. “ Ibid. No. 1368. 

w Ibid. vol. v. No. 716; vol. vi. No. 80. “ Cf. ibid. vol. vi. No. 887. 


48 Vol, s 
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